
WALKABLE LONDON: 
THROUGH THE LENS OF DATA

Habidatum is working with Zaha Hadid Architects 
to promote the use of urban data across the urban 
planning, design and architecture fields. The Walkable 
London project will highlight the potential for these 
new methods for exploring and interpreting the 
effects of design decisions on all aspects of urban life. 

Urban data produced via digital devices presents 
an opportunity to discover new insights. Through 
intelligent processing and intuitive visualization 
of unstructured records, urban data is made 
comprehensible to urban planners and city 
managers. 

Pedestrianising the city is not only about walkability; 
it is also about the local and city-wide socio-
economic structure. We are presenting the first 
stage of the analysis — a London-wide study of the 
interconnections between pedestrianisation and 
socio-economic trends, with a focus on the areas 
where the Walkable London concepts are introduced. 



HOW WE DO THIS: 
DATA ANALYSIS IS A SOLUTION 

For this study, we aggregate open data on 
pedestrianisation rates, commercial development 
and human activity. The aggregated data is 
then filtered and interpreted via our visualization 
interface to locate patterns. 

With an aim to foster centralities development 
and fuel socio-economic growth, we focus on 
the current and potential locations with higher 
activity rates. Their pedestrianisation character 
varies: for example, London’s West End and City 
are highly pedestrianized; while in other areas 
such as Southwark, Islington, and Camden with 
similar activity rates, pedestrians tend to walk 
predominantly along transit roads. 

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS: 
DATA-DRIVEN DESIGN 

We are now working to prepare for the next stages. 
We will integrate more activity data and establish 
continuous monitoring and simulations to enable an 
almost real-time assessment of the development 
scenarios with regards to the emerging socio-
economic trends.

Urban data compiled, processed, and presented 
with Zaha Hadid Architects’ urban planning 
expertise and Habidatum’s advanced data analytics 
enables the most effective lean governance.
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